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PLANT CITY PARENTS CHARGED WITH MANUFACTURING METH IN 
THEIR HOME WHERE CHILDREN LIVED 

Tampa - United States Attorney A. Brian Albritton announces the filing of a criminal 

complaint charging Matthew Cantin (age 35) and his wife, Beth Cantin (age 35) -- both of 

Plant City -- with conspiring to manufacture methamphetamine on premises where children 

were present or resided.  If convicted, the Cantins each face a maximum penalty of 40 

years in federal prison: up to 20 years for conspiring to manufacture the drugs and an 

additional, mandatory term of up to 20 years because the offense involved premises where 

children were present or resided. 

According to the complaint, on February 15, 2010, Hillsborough County Sheriff’s 

Deputies were called to the Cantins’ residence regarding a domestic dispute. Deputies saw 

a methamphetamine lab in the garage and seized numerous items required to manufacture 

methamphetamine, including an HCL generator (hydrogen chloride gas generator), 

muriatic acid, fertilizer (ammonia nitrate), Lithium strips, battery casings, empty boxes of 

pseudoephedrine, and reactionary vessels.  These items are hazardous materials, by 

themselves, and when combined in the “one pot” process of manufacturing 

methamphetamine can generate toxic fumes and  potential explosions.  The complaint 

further alleges that the Cantins’ three children, ranging in age from six months to nine 
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  years, had been present and residing at the residence while the Cantins’ were using and 

manufacturing methamphetamine. 

A complaint is merely an allegation that a defendant has committed a violation of 

the federal criminal laws, and every defendant is presumed innocent unless, and until, 

proven guilty.  

This case is being investigated by the Drug Enforcement Administration and the 

Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office.  It is being prosecuted by Assistant United States 

Attorney Matthew H. Perry. 
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